48                        OFF FOR A LONG VOYAGE.

delight, for Lancaster and Miss Ewing were only thirty-
six miles away.

When news arrived of the battles of Palo Alto and Re-
saca de la Palma he became much excited at the prospect
of actual war and hurried back to Pittsburgh. There he
found a letter from his friend Ord, then at Baltimore, say-
ing that*his company had just received orders to go to
California and urging him to go also. Sherman at once
wrote to the Adjutant-General, at Washington, D, C., ap-
plying for active service. Then, in his impatience and
without authority, he left a corporal in charge of his office
and hastened to Cincinnati. There .he reported to Col-
onel Fanning, a veteran officer, and asked to be sent on to
the front. But Fanning, instead of appreciating the young
soldier's zeal, gave him a hearty scoring for leaving his
post without orders, and told him to get back to Pittsburgh
as quickly as he could. Sherman obeyed, but of course
stopped off at Lancaster on the way. He arrived at Pitts-
burgh late in June and found there awaiting him an order
relieving him from the recruiting service and assigning
him to Company F, then under orders for California. He
made up his accounts, turned over the balance of cash to
the physician, and in a few hours was on his way to New
York where his company was already aboard ship and
ready to sail for California by the way of Cape Horn,

Sherman and his fellow officers went aboard on July I4th,
1846, and set off on their long voyage. The " Lexington "
was an old ship, formerly a sloop of war but now a store
ship. Sherman and Ord roomed together. On the voyage
they drilled the men as thoroughly as possible. They
amused themselves with various games, but no gambling
waa allowed. On "crossing the line" a few of the
greenhorns were put through the usual ceremonies, butpart of Georgia and Alabama, andman prided him-so full that his form, seemed smaller thantest."    So Mr. Ew-
